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JULIUS JOEL FORD
August 6, 1968 - October 8, 2009

Birth Place: MANHATTAN, NY
Resided In: EASTHAMPTON, MA
Visitation: October 13, 2009   Details

Services: October 13, 2009   Details

Cemetery: None

JULIUS JOEL FORD
 

EASTHAMPTON, Julius Joel Ford was born and grew up in Manhattan, New
York. He was the second child born to Dr. Julius C. Ford and the late Edythe
Cary Ford. He attended the Riverside Church Nursery School, the Agnes Russell
Elementary School of Teachers College Columbia University, and the Cathedral
School of St. John of the Divine. At Cathedral, he was a chorister in the church
choir. He went onto the Fieldston School where he was active in sports. He
played on the basketball, football and track teams. He was also the lead singer in
the band, which traveled around the United States. Jay, as he was affectionately
called, went on to graduate from Wesleyan University with a degree in African
American Studies. After graduating from Wesleyan University, he worked in the
Manhattan District Attorney’s Office and as a social worker whose clients were
predominantly people with AIDS. He continued onto Boston College School of
Law where he earned his Doctorate of Laws Degree. In law school, he interned in
criminal law programs and legal reform programs within the prison system. It was
at Boston College Law School where he met his lovely wife, Debora Ferreira.
They married and have two beautiful sons, Phoenix, age five and Onyx, one
month old. After law school, Jay worked for Lexis-Nexis, a legal resource for
lawyers. He and his wife Debora eventually launched their own business, The
Harriet Project, a true manifestation of their passion and commitment to social
and political change and human rights. At the time of his passing, he worked both
for the Harriet Project and for the Western Massachusetts Center for Healthy
Communities, a private agency that provides preventative healthcare for youth
and others. Jay always had many interests throughout his life. He was dedicated
to political activism creating such social networks as “Culture Shock,” traveled
widely including his latest musical project in South Africa and was published. He
was a poet, an orator, a philosopher, a musician, a revolutionary, a change maker
and an independent thinker. Jay grew up a privileged child and was always
grateful for the wide range of opportunities that his upbringing afforded him.
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grateful for the wide range of opportunities that his upbringing afforded him.
Truly loving and generous, bright and multi-talented, he had many ideas of how
to move people to address the numerous problems we face in our complex
society. He loved his family and friends and always included them in his life
activities. He had a special appreciation of Massachusetts and enjoyed its
beautiful mountains, valleys and panoramic views. He adored his wife, children,
family and friends. He was deeply loved and admired by all. He leaves behind his
wife Debora Ferreira Ford, his two sons Phoenix and Onyx Ferreira Ford, his
father and step-mother Julius and Emily Ford, his sister and brother-in-law
Allyson Ford-Valiente and Peter Valiente, two nieces Meghan Ford-Titus and
Isabella Ford-Valiente, father-in-law and mother-in-law, Antonio and Vicencia
Ferreira, his brothers and sisters-in-law Sid and Isabel Ferreira, Clovis and
Leanor Ferreira, Amarildo Ferreira, Temistocles and Rosa Ferreira and Adonis
and Nadia Ferreira, a niece Jamila Ferreira and nephews: Stephan Ferreira, Alex
Ferreira, Seige Ferreira, Cid Ferreira, IanI Ferreira, Soul-Jah Ferreira and Zidan
Ferreira, and a host of relatives and friends. Calling hours will be held Tuesday,
October 13, 2009, at Douglass Funeral Service, 87 No. Pleasant St., Amherst, MA
01002 between 3:30-6:30 pm. A celebration of Julius’s life will follow at 7pm at
the First Congregational Church of Amherst, 165 Main St., Amherst, MA 01002.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations to: The Ford Children Educational Fund,
c/o Western Massachusetts Center for Healthy Communities, 489 Whitney Ave.,
Suite 201, Holyoke, MA 01040. Obituary and register at
www.douglassfuneral.com.
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