
A Memorial Tribute to Mr. Julius Ford

Today I received the devastating news that Julius Ford has passed away.  Although I did not know Julius 

well, I had met him at several community events.  One of the things that lingers in my memory is his 

passion for life, his love for his family and for his community.  When he spoke it was always with 

enthusiasm and kind words of appreciation for friend, family and stranger alike.

I was told by one of his friends, that yesterday as he was leaving work, he saw a rainbow. Instead of 

simply heading for home,  he turned and went back into his office to bring his colleagues outside to see it, 

to share his joy, to look at one of life!s miracles.  This exemplifies the soul of a human being who did not 

just believe in looking at life, but in truly seeing it.  The simple act of wanting to share the presence of a 

rainbow, tells so us so much about this man, whether we had known him all our lives or for a moment.  In 

our few meetings, I saw his willingness to be open, vulnerable, and generous of heart.  There was an 

aura of innocence and wonder in Julius Ford, gifts that are often lost, when we become more concerned 

with what we do, than with who we are.  Julius Ford was transparent in his passion for life and his 

commitment to the service of humanity.  Even as one who knew him briefly, I could see so much of him.  

He didn!t hide his feelings or his vulnerability.  

His passing is a profound loss for many: his beloved family, friends and community.  It is not only the loss 

of a remarkable human being, but the loss of a Presence.  The presence of one who was not afraid to be 

himself, to sing and live out loud, to laugh, to feel, to be.

The legacy of Julius Ford, will in part, be the reminder that we must take nothing for granted and know 

that our greatest assets are not in titles or materialism, but in living an empathetic life, connecting to the 

lives of others with fullness of presence and truly seeing who, and what is before us in each moment.  

The greatest gifts we each have to give humanity, are the choice to offer the fullness of our presence, the 

authentic essence of our being, and the choice to love and serve unconditionally, with the understanding 

that in this life there are no strangers.  May we embrace our mortality as Teacher, and live without cause 

for regret.  When you see or dream a rainbow, make sure others see it too.  May we, like Julius Ford, be 

ferocious in love and action, compelled by the deepest desire to bring forth the best in all we meet, 

regardless of our differences.

My condolences to all of those who knew Julius Ford; and to those who did not.  The loss of innocence 

and wonder, is a loss to us all.  Let us think of him always, especially when in rains.  If the rainbow 

doesn!t show up, just know that somewhere on the planet someone else can see it, and for that, we can 

always give thanks, knowing we are not alone, even in times of joy, struggle or deepest sorrow.

Thank you, Julius Ford, for leaving a legacy of Presence to Life.  We!ll be seeing the sky in a whole new 

way, and you will be there.  May your loved ones feel you and be consoled by the stories, memories, 

laughter and joy of a well-lived life.

With deepest sympathy and empathy,

Magdalena Gómez


